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Emergency Departments

   
   
   
Abstract:

We analyzed the impact of three consecutive hurricanes in 2004 on two central Florida Emergency
Department (ED) patient volumes and types of presentations. Data were extracted from the hospital
database and compared to the previous year. At both EDs visits dropped significantly on the day of all three
hurricanes compared to 2003. The decrease in patient volume was even greater during the second and
third hurricane compared to the first one. Once weather conditions improved, a dramatic rise in patient
census was noted. During the aftermath of the first hurricane a significantly higher number of patients with
injuries and carbon monoxide (CO) intoxications was seen, as well as ED visits due to lack of oxygen,
electricity or hemodialysis. During the aftermath of a hurricane, EDs should be staffed and equipped to treat
greater numbers of patients with acute injuries.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jemermed.2007.02.023   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Human Conflict/Displacement

Extreme Weather Event: Hurricanes/Cyclones

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal
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 Ocean/Coastal

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 United States

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Injury

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Elderly

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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